[The influence of the HIV pandemic on the incidence of malignant ocular tumours in Southern Malawi (Blantyre)].
The HIV pandemic in Southeast Africa is a challenge to the poorly staffed and poorly financed health systems of the affected countries. A dramatic increase of HIV-associated ocular malignancies has been observed in Malawi. This study investigated the frequency of malignant ocular tumours at the only eye hospital in the south of Malawi. A retrospective analysis of all patients who underwent removal of conjunctival growth suspicious for malignancy was performed for the period from 1989 to 2006. In addition a consecutive group of 49 patients with malignant ocular tumours was offered an HIV test. The number of patients undergoing surgery for suspected ocular surface squamous neoplasia (OSSN) increased from 32 cases in 1989 to 467 in 2006. Of the patients with malignant ocular tumours, 80% (39 of 49) had OSSN, and 76% of the patients with OSSN were HIV positive. OSSN has become the most frequent malignant ocular tumour in the south of Malawi. The incidence of OSSN seems to have increased dramatically from 1989 to 2006--in parallel to increasing HIV infection rates.